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Greetings! 

Ron, Mark, Scott and I want to thank all of you for a 
great season.  It has snowed so much it�s hard to 
keep all the storms straight.  On December 4th we 
started our daily avalanche advisories with an Ava-
lanche Warning and on April 6th we ended with a 20� 
snowstorm in the Bridger Range!  It felt like there 
weren�t many days without snowfall.  From now on 
we�ll remember the �great� winter of 2007-08 instead 
of having to rummage back to 1996-97.   

More people than ever received our advisories this 
year.  We try to give everyone the necessary informa-
tion to make safe decisions about traveling in ava-
lanche terrain, but some folks still get into trouble.  
The only fatality of the season occurred on January 
20th when a skier was caught in a slide in Beehive Ba-
sin.  Additionally, there were four separate, live recov-
eries.  Three snowmobilers and one skier were com-
pletely buried, but dug out in the nick of time by their 
partners.  Nationally, it was a bad winter for ava-
lanche fatalities with 32 deaths, far above the 10-year 
average of 25.  

The Avalanche Center had some personnel changes 
this year.  Ron �mangled meniscus� Johnson started 
the season fresh out of knee surgery.  Although he 
couldn�t do field work, he was able to put in steady 
office hours and teach.   In December we hired Mark 
Staples part-time to cover Ron�s missing field days.  
The Friends of the Avalanche Center funded this ex-
tra position.  Scott started the season knowing he 
might not finish since he was applying for another job 
overseas.   At the end of March his job came through 
and left the Center after 10 seasons of work.  Mark 
filled in and we finished without a hitch, although it 
wasn�t quite the same without Schmidty. 

I�m proud of what we accomplished.  This was the 
Avalanche Center�s 18th year of operation and our ad-
visories and education programs are as popular as 
ever.  Highlights of the season include: 

We put out 125 avalanche advisories which were ac-
cessed an average of 2,695 times a day.  This is a 
12% increase over last year.   

Our Avalanche Education Program has expanded 
over the last two seasons with the help of the 
Friends of the Avalanche Center.  We gave a re-
cord 96 lectures, seminars and field sessions to 
3,927 people. That�s 30% more talks than last 
year. 

A local motorsports shop, Team Bozeman, worked 
with Yamaha and the Friends of the Avalanche 
Center for the 8th year in a row to loan us snowmo-
biles.  This year we were given two, powerful, 2008 
Yamaha Nytro MTX 4-stroke sleds to ride.  We 
held on tight and by the end of the season we 
shredded over 1,300 miles on each one.   

For the second year in a row we made YouTube vid-
eos of our field work.  These have been a huge 
success and this season we produced 17 videos 
which were viewed 36,500 times.   

We could not do this job without the support of the 
local community.  The Friends of the Avalanche Cen-
ter financially supported us more than ever before.  
Donations from individuals, groups, foundations and 
businesses all went to great use fulfilling our mission 
of educating the public about avalanche danger.  

I hope you enjoyed this winter and found our services 
worthwhile.  As the seasons change, so do our activi-
ties.  Ron is almost fully healed and will head back as 
a climbing ranger in Grand Teton National Park.  Mark 
will teach NOLS courses.  Scott will be busy sailing 
the high seas driving a huge, remote controlled sub-
marine (really!).  In May I�m heading to Pakistan and 
Afghanistan for another adventure. 

Have a safe summer! 

Doug Chabot 
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• Bridger Mountains 

• Gallatin Range 

• Madison Range 

• Washburn Range 

• Beartooth Mountains around Cooke City 

• Henry Mountains (Lionhead) near West 
Yellowstone 

ADVISORY ARE A 

The GNFAC covers  over  10 ,000 sq.  k i lometers  
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AVAL ANCHE ADVISORIES 

The avalanche 
advisory reaches 

2,695 people a day.  
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ADVISORY USAGE

For the second year in a row our YouTube videos continued to be a hit. We made 
17 clips that  got viewed over 36,500 times! 

Starting on December 4th and ending on 
April 6th, we put out 125 avalanche advi-
sories.  On average, every day we sent 
out 26 faxes, got 93 calls to the hotline, 

had 649 hits on the advisory web page 
and emailed 1,927 subscribers. This to-
tals 2,965 accesses a day, 12% more 
than last year. 
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AVAL ANCHE EDUCATION 

We taught 96 
avalanche classes  
reaching 3,927 
individuals! 
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Our Avalanche Education Program 
grows every year.  The Friends of the 
Avalanche Center helped us teach 
classes throughout southwest Montana.  
Jay Pape continued as Education Coor-
dinator for the Friends and did an out-
standing job.  All the instructors from last 
year returned.  Jay Pape, Dale Gullett, 
Angela Patnode and Jeff Watt were the 
backbone of the program.   

The GNFAC and the Friends taught 96 
classes reaching 3,927 individuals.  This 
was a 30% increase in avalanche educa-
tion opportunities for the public!  The 
Friends taught 58 of these classes and 
paid their instructors with help from a 

$5,000 grant from the Hans Saari Memo-
rial Fund.  The proceeds from last year�s 
King and Queen of the Ridge at Bridger 
Bowl paid for the rest of the Friends Edu-
cation expenses. 

Besides lectures and field sessions, we 
try to get as much avalanche information 
as possible into the hands of winter rec-
reationists.  We printed 50,000 8-panel 
brochures on Avalanche Safety that 
were distributed to other avalanche cen-
ters throughout the western US.   Here at 
home we handed out 9,000 of these.  
Yellowstone National Park gave this bro-
chure to everyone pulling a snowmobile 
trailer headed to Cooke City.   

E. Knoff 
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AVALANCHE EDUCATION                                    
DATE INSTRUCTOR GROUP COURSE # 
13-Oct Chabot Nat Avalanche Center Meeting Snow Pilot 50 
13-Oct Chabot Avalaunch Film Festival Ava. Awareness 110 
20-Oct Pape Snow Expo Ava. Awareness 12 
21-Oct Pape Snow Expo Ava. Awareness 35 
22-Oct Chabot National Avalanche School Avalanche Terrain 170 
23-Oct Chabot National Avalanche School Dzn Turns Movie 55 
25-Oct Johnson National Avalanche School Avalanche Rescue 170 
2-Nov Schmidt North Dakota Snow Expo Ava. Awareness 23 
3-Nov Schmidt North Dakota Snow Expo Ava. Awareness 140 
5-Nov Pape Chief Joseph Middle School Ava. Awareness (x2) 250 

12-Nov Johnson SW Montana Ski Patrols Various Topics 100 
14-Nov Pape Bozeman Leadership Ava. Awareness 35 
14-Nov Schmidt Nevada DOT Ava. Awareness 23 
16-Nov Pape Northern Lights Trading Co. Ava. Awareness 22 
20-Nov Pape Belgrade Middle School Dzn More Turns (x2) 55 
21-Nov Pape West Yellowstone Rendezvous Dzn More Turns (x2) 55 
28-Nov Johnson/Birkeland ASMSU Ava. Awareness 177 
29-Nov Chabot Gallatin County SAR Various Topics 20 
29-Nov Johnson/Birkeland ASMSU Ava. Awareness 150 
1-Dec Pape MT Mountaineering Assoc. Field Session 10 
1-Dec Birkeland /others ASMSU Ava. Awareness 70 
5-Dec Pape Billings Basecamp Ava. Awareness 30 
5-Dec Schmidt/Johnson Team Bozeman Ava. Awareness 20 
6-Dec Schmidt/Gullett Team Bozeman Ava. Awareness 20 
8-Dec Pape Snowmobile Groomers Ava. Awareness 35 
9-Dec Patnode PSIA Ava. Awareness 10 
9-Dec Schmidt/Gullett Team Bozeman Field Session 12 
12-Dec Johnson/Pape BNSF Ava. Awareness 29 
13-Dec Schmidt/Staples West Yellowstone Guides Ava. Awareness 40 
13-Dec Pape Grizzly Outfitters Ava. Awareness 15 
14-Dec Schmidt/Staples West Yellowstone Guides Field Session 26 
14-Dec Chabot West Yellowstone Guides Field Session 6 
15-Dec Gullett Adventure Cycle & Sled Ava. Awareness 6 
17-Dec Pape Cooke City SAR Ava. Awareness 28 
18-Dec Pape Cooke City SAR Field Session 18 
21-Dec Patnode Bozeman HS Dzn More Turns (x4) 100 
29-Dec Gullett Cooke City Public Ava. Awareness 10 
5-Jan Johnson/Pape Helena Snowriders Ava. Awareness 70 
7-Jan Pape Big Timber Public Ava. Awareness 6 
7-Jan Staples Monforton School Dzn More Turns 10 
9-Jan Pape Timber Trails Ava. Awareness 40 

14-Jan Johnson/McKittrick Broadwater Co. SAR Ava. Awareness 15 
15-Jan Pape MOSS Ava. Awareness 30 
16-Jan Johnson/Savage Big Sky Public Ava. Awareness 57 
16-Jan Pape Yellowstone Polaris Ava. Awareness 25 
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16-Jan Gullett Redline Sports Ava. Awareness 36 
19-Jan Gullett Cooke City Public Ava. Awareness 45 
19-Jan Johnson Island Park, ID  Public Ava. Awareness 20 
20-Jan Chabot/Schmidt Island Park, ID  Public Field Session 25 
23-Jan Johnson ASMSU Ava. Awareness 130 
24-Jan Johnson ASMSU Ava. Awareness 130 
25-Jan Schmidt Morning Star 2nd Grade Ava. Awareness 80 
26-Jan Birkeland/Pape and Others ASMSU Field Session 100 
27-Jan Pape MT Mountaineering Assoc Ava. Awareness 8 
29-Jan Patnode Team WINS Ava. Awareness 30 
30-Jan Johnson USFS Hebgen RD Ava. Awareness 5 
30-Jan Johnson/Birkeland ASMSU Advanced Avalanche 40 
31-Jan Johnson/Birkeland ASMSU Advanced Avalanche 40 
1-Feb Gullett West Yellowstone Public Ava. Awareness 18 
2-Feb Birkeland/Pape and Others ASMSU Field Session 34 
4-Feb Patnode Ophir Middle School Ava. Awareness 75 
5-Feb Pape MOSS Ava. Awareness 18 
6-Feb Johnson Museum of the Rockies Ava. Awareness 53 
6-Feb Patnode BWAG'S Ava. Awareness 5 
11-Feb Pape Arrowhead Middle School Ava. Awareness 45 
13-Feb Pape/Patnode Sacajawea Middle School Ava. Awareness (x3) 85 
13-Feb Patnode MSU Ski Club Ava. Awareness 25 
14-Feb Pape Park County High School Ava. Awareness 30 
15-Feb Pape Sleeping Giant Middle School Ava. Awareness (x8) 245 
15-Feb Gullett West Yellowstone Public Ava. Awareness 10 
16-Feb Pape Cooke City Public Ava. Awareness 10 
23-Feb Johnson/Faulkner Lewis and Clark NF Public Ava. Awareness 50 
23-Feb Schmidt MOSS Ava. Awareness 5 
23-Feb Pape MOSS Ava. Awareness 10 
25-Feb Schmidt West Yellowstone High School Ava. Awareness 30 
26-Feb Johnson Hillcrest Retirement Community Ava. Awareness 50 
29-Feb Gullett West Yellowstone Public Ava. Awareness 3 
4-Mar Patnode BYEP Ava. Awareness 15 
5-Mar Pape BYEP Ava. Awareness 10 
6-Mar Patnode BYEP Ava. Awareness 10 
13-Mar Gullett West Yellowstone Public Ava. Awareness 20 

          
  TOTAL= 96 Talks/Seminars/Field Sessions to 3,927 People   
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This year there were many avalanche inci-
dents.  By January 17th  we had 4 live re-
coveries (3 snowmobilers and 1 skier).  All 
were found by their partners with ava-
lanche transceivers.  Unfortunately, on 
January 20th a skier died in an avalanche 
in Beehive Basin in the northern Madison 
Range. Tyler Stetson, a young, avid skier 
had an unlucky day, even in light of the 
fact he was doing many things right.  Be-
low is an article I wrote for the Bozeman 
Daily Chronicle�s Carve on the accident. 

The chart to the right represents all of the 
avalanche incidents and accidents re-
ported to us.  We only hear about a hand-

ful of the avalanches actually triggered, but 
with incidents involving injury and death 
we�re usually notified quickly.  The table 
shows that many of these incidents are 
clustered around certain dates. Not sur-
prisingly, these were usually preceded by 
significant snowfalls.  

As of April 15th there were 33 avalanche 
fatalities in the US, well above the 10 year 
average of 25.  The breakdown by state is: 
WA-6; CO-5; AK-4; WY-4; MT-3; CA-3; 
UT-3; ID-2; NH-1; ND-1. 

 

 

45 incidents 
resulted in 12 

partial burials, 
5 full burials 
and 1 death. 

Experience is a hard teacher be-
cause she gives the test first, the 
lesson afterwards. 

-Vernon Sanders Law 

Tyler Stetson died in an avalanche on January 
20th while  skiing with his close friend, Logan 
King, in Beehive Basin, a popular spot to tour, 
make turns and enjoy the Montana backcoun-
try.  They weren�t alone that day; many people 
were tasting the powder, but things went terri-
bly wrong. 

Four other avalanches completely buried peo-
ple in the month leading up to Tyler�s fateful 
day.  Fortunately, these had happy endings 
when folks were dug out alive.  They went 
home, had a beer and toasted their partners, 
families and life in general.  Why did they live 

and not Tyler?   

Luck.  

Of course it�s not that simple, but close enough.  
All of the burials had similar conditions that Ty-
ler and Logan were faced with: steep terrain, 
unstable snow.  They all triggered slides, but 
Tyler triggered the one that killed him rather 
than teaching him a lesson.  Tyler was missing 
luck. For whatever reason, Mother Nature was 
especially unforgiving that day.   

He and Logan dug snowpits, carried rescue 
gear, were concerned with the avalanche dan-
ger and talked about it with each other and with 
skiers they bumped into that day in Beehive. 
They had taken a Level 1 avalanche class.  
They knew it was dicey and attempted to keep 
everything in check, but it didn�t work because 
a small error had enormous consequences.  

(cont. page 13) 
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DATE LOCATION DETAILS 

      

31-Oct N. Gallatin Range 1 skier triggered 

24-Nov N. Bridger Range 1 skier triggered 

4-Dec Cooke City 1 snowmobiler triggered, 2 caught, 1 partially buried and injured 

22-Dec Saddle Peak 1 skier triggered, not caught 

22-Dec N. Madison Range 1 skier triggered, caught, partially buried 

26-Dec Cooke City 1 snowmobiler triggered, caught, partially buried 

27-Dec Cooke City 1 snowmobiler triggered, caught, buried, recovered 

1-Jan Cooke City 1 snowmobiler triggered, not caught 

2-Jan Cooke City 1 snowmobiler triggered, partially buried 

2-Jan Cooke City 1 snowmobiler triggered, fully buried, recovered 

2-Jan Beehive Basin 1 skier triggered, not caught 

2-Jan N. Madison Range 1 skier triggered, not caught 

2-Jan Lionhead 1 snowmobiler triggered, caught, partially buried 

5-Jan Beehive Basin 1 skier triggered, not caught 

5-Jan Bangtail Range 1 snowmobiler triggered, caught, partially buried 

6-Jan S. Madison Range 1 skier triggered, caught, not buried 

9-Jan S. Madison Range 1 snowmobiler triggered, caught, not buried 

12-Jan N. Gallatin Range 1 snowmobiler triggered, caught, buried, recovered 

14-Jan Big Sky 1 skier triggered, not caught 

17-Jan N. Madison Range 1 skier triggered, caught, buried, recovered 

18-Jan Cooke City 1 snowmobiler triggered, caught, injured 

20-Jan Beehive Basin 1 skier triggered, caught, buried, killed 

23-Jan N. Madison Range 1 snowmobiler triggered, not caught 

23-Jan Big Sky 1 skier triggered, not caught 

24-Jan N. Madison Range 1 snowmobiler triggered, not caught 

24-Jan Cooke City 1 snowmobiler triggered, no caught 

27-Jan N. Gallatin Range 1 dog triggered, caught, uninjured 

27-Jan S. Gallatin Range 1 skier triggered, caught, partially buried 

29-Jan N. Madison Range 2 snowboarder triggered, caught, not buried 

10-Feb N. Madison Range 1 skier triggered, not caught 

AVALANCHE INCIDENTS 

(cont. next page) 
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15-Feb N. Madison Range 5 snowmobiler triggered, 5 caught and partially buried 

16-Feb N. Bridger Range 1 skier triggered, not caught 

17-Feb S. Madison Range 1 snowmobiler triggered, not caught 

26-Feb Big Sky 1 skier triggered, not caught 

26-Feb Big Sky 1 skier triggered, not caught 

28-Feb Cooke City 1 skier triggered, not caught 

2-Mar Big Sky 1 skier triggered, not caught 

2-Mar Cooke City 1 skier triggered, not caught 

14-Mar S. Madison Range 1 skier triggered, not caught 

16-Mar S. Madison Range 1 skier triggered, not caught 

22-Mar Bridger Range 1 skier triggered, not caught 

22-Mar N. Gallatin Range 1 skier triggered, not caught 

22-Mar N. Madison Range 1 snowmobiler triggered, not caught 

28-Mar Bridger Range 1 skier triggered, not caught 

30-Mar Bridger Range 1 skier triggered, not caught 

TOTAL=45 Incidents resulting in 12 partial burials, 5 full burials, and 1 death 

Aerial photos of 
the avalanche in 
Beehive Basin 
that killed Tyler 
Stetson. Photos 
by Cameron 
Lawson. 

(cont. from page 11) 
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They ended up on a steep slope 
and triggered the slide as they 
were trying to get to safer terrain 
mere feet away.  In the midst of an 
accident unfolding�there�s neither 
a �pause� nor �rewind� button.  It 
can turn out any number of ways; 
some good, some bad, and all we 
can do is hope for the best.  

If you travel in avalanche terrain 
long enough you�re going to have 
a close call.  The same goes for 
any sport that carries risk: climb-
ing, kayaking, dirt-biking, flying.  
Close calls are reality slapping us 
across the face reminding us that, 
yes, we could die here.  Close 
calls take our breath away, soil our 
pants, give us the shakes and cause night-
mares.  Because we almost died, close 
calls also give us valuable lessons that we 
should never, ever, in a million years for-
get.   

I am 43 years old and have many friends 
who died in the mountains.  The list is in 
the double digits.  I�ve had my share of 
close calls�the kind that make me dry 
heave and question why I�m still alive.  I�ve 
triggered avalanches I didn�t expect. I fell 
and broke my back 2,500 feet up El Cap in 
Yosemite.  I once leaned out over a cliff 
face only to realize at the last possible sec-
ond that I wasn�t clipped in.  I�ve had rock-
fall chop my ropes, fallen unprotected into 
crevasses and ripped out rappel anchors 
only to be caught by my backup.   

Any one of these could have killed me, but 
I got lucky and walked away with a lesson.  
Too many of my friends didn�t and neither 
did Tyler.   

Tyler was only 20 years old, but definitely 
backcountry savvy.  He may have had a 
few close calls under his belt, and on Janu-

ary 20th he should have had one more.  
The slope should have cracked, or 
whumphed, or maybe even avalanched.  
Tyler and Logan�s jaws would have 
dropped, hearts in their mouths, and they�d 
likely high-five each other for being lucky 
and getting a great, unforgettable story and 
an awesome lesson out of the day.  Maybe 
Tyler would have been caught and then 
dug up by his friend in the nick of time, like 
the four previous burials this year.   

But this is wishful thinking.  Tyler was 
swept off his feet, hit trees and died in-
stantly.  Logan gets the lesson burned 
deep in his soul. And the lesson is this: 
Backcountry skiing in avalanche terrain is 
risky business.  If you let your guard down, 
think you�re smarter than you are, get too 
comfortable, or just make a simple mis-
take�maybe even a mistake you�ve made 
many times before, your luck might run out. 

It did for Tyler. 

 

(cont. from page 10) 

J. Banta 
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  Total Inci-
dents 

Skier/
Boarder/
Climbers 
Buried 

Snowmobil-
ers buried 

Skier/
Boarder/
Climber 

Fatalities 

Snowmo-
biler fatali-

ties 

2007-2008 45 4 11 1 0 
2006-2007 26 3 5 1 2 
2005-2006 22 1 7 0 2 
2004-2005 35 4 4 2 0 
2003-2004 25 2 1 0 0 
2002-2003 40 4 17 0 3 
2001-2002 35 0 7 0 3 
2000-2001 42 8 4 3 1 
1999-2000 30 2 3 1 0 
1998-1999 13 3 1 0 0 
1997-1998 29 8 9 0 4 
1996-1997 20 1 2 0 0 
1995-1996 22 4 13 0 2 
1994-1995 23 8 3 0 0 

1993-1994 23 5 2 0 1 
1992-1993 35 6 8 0 1 
1991-1992 25 2 2 0 1 
1990-1991 10 0 5 0 0 
TOTALS 484 65 104 8 20 

Since the fall of 1990 through April 15, 2008 in southwest Montana: 
• 20 snowmobilers and 8 non-snowmobilers died in avalanches on the 

Gallatin National Forest. 

• 104 snowmobilers were partially or completely buried.  65 non-
snowmobilers were partially or completely buried. 

• 70 people were buried in the mountains near Cooke City.  12 people were 
killed in avalanches near Cooke City.  All fatalities were snowmobilers. 

• 17 people were buried near West Yellowstone.  6 of the burials resulted in 
fatalities.  All fatalities were snowmobilers. 

• 13 people were buried in the Bridger Range.  One skier was killed. 

• 42 people were buried elsewhere on the Gallatin National Forest.  Three 
skiers were killed, four climbers died, and 2 snowmobilers died. 
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Date Location State Description 
04/07 Thompson Pass AK 2 snowmobilers (hybrid) caught, 1 buried 

and killed 
03/16 Sheep Mountain, near 

Orofino 
ID 2 snowmobilers caught, 1 killed 

03/09 Mount Eyak, Cordova AK 2 skiers caught, 1 injured, 1 buried and 
killed 

02/15 Seattle Creek, near 
Turnigan Pass 

AK 4 snowmobilers caught and buried. 2 killed. 

02/08 Garden Valley ID 1 killed in roof avalanche 

02/01 Little Box Canyon CO 1 snowmobiler caught, buried and killed 

01/28 Tokopah Canyon, Se-
quoia National Park 

CA 2 skiers caught, 1 buried and killed 

01/25 Near Mountain High 
ski resort 

CA 6 skiers caught, 3 killed in 3 separate ava-
lanches 

01/20 Beehive Basin, near 
Big Sky 

MT 1 skier caught, buried and killed 

01/18 Huntington Ravine, 
Mount Washington 

NH 1 climber caught and killed 

01/13 Canyon Creek, near 
Whitefish Mountain 

MT At least 2 skiers caught, buried, and killed 

01/12 East Vail backcountry CO 2 skiers caught, 1 partially buried, 1 buried 
and killed 

01/12 Star Valley WY 3 snowmobilers caught and killed 

01/10 Blanca Peak CO 2 climbers caught, 1 partially buried, 1 bur-
ied and killed 

01/04 Near Mt Pilchuck WA 3 hikers caught, 2 partially buried, 1 buried 
and killed 

01/04 East Vail backcountry CO 1 snowboarder caught and killed 

01/03 Fargo ND 1 killed in roof avalanche 

01/03 Snowy Range WY 4 snowmobilers caught, 1 killed 

01/01 Excelsior Pass area, 
north of Mount Baker 

WA 5 snowmobilers caught, 1 injured, 2 killed 

12/31 Western Uintas UT 3 snowmobilers caught, 1 buried and killed 

12/25 East of Park City UT 1 snowmobiler, caught, buried, and killed 

12/23 The Canyons UT 4 inbounds skiers caught, 1 not buried, 1 
partially buried, 1 fully buried, 1 killed 

12/18 Edith Creek, Mount 
Rainier National Park 

WA 1 snowshoer caught, buried, and killed 

12/02 Cameron Pass CO 1 snowboarder caught, buried, rescued but 
died of injuries 

12/02 Snoqualmie Pass WA 3 hikers caught, 2 buried and killed, 1 par-
tially buried and self rescued 
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ACTIVITY 97-
98 

98-
99 

99-
00  

 00
-01 

 01
-02 

02-
03 

03-
04 

04-
05 

05-
06 

06-
07 

07-
08 

10-winter 
totals 

climbers 3 1 0 2 3 5 4 5 0 0 2 25 

skiers/snowboarders 5 12 14 12 11 11 6 15 8 9 11 114 

in-area skiers/riders 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 1 4 

snowmobilers 14 13 5 15 18 14 6 4 12 10 13 124 

misc. recreation 4 4 1 4 3 0 4 2 3 1 4 30 

motorists/highway 
workers 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

residents 0 0 1 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 2 6 

others @ work 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 3 

                          

total  26  32  22  33  35 30 24 29 23 20 33 307 
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FINANCES AND FUNDR AI SING 

MT FW&P Recreat ion Trai ls  Grant  

Fr iends of the Avalanche Center  
The Friends of the 

Avalanche Center is 
our largest supporter 

outside the Forest 
Service. 
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Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks are 
strong advocates for the state ava-
lanche program.  We apply for a state-
wide Recreation Trails Program grant 

every spring and have been awarded 
monies for the last 9 years.  This sea-
son we used $7,917 of their monies. 

The Avalanche Center�s biggest source of 
funding comes from the Gallatin National For-
est.  However, as our program grows we rely 
on community support, as well as outside 
grants and donations.  The GNF spent over 
$90,000 this year to fund the Avalanche Cen-
ter.  This money pays for most of Ron and 
Doug�s salaries, plus a lot of the expenses 

associated with operating the Center 
(vehicles, office space, computers and sup-
port, supplies, travel, etc.).  Scott and Mark�s 
salaries and the snowmobiles and extra ad-
ministrative expenditures are covered by the 
generosity of many other agencies, busi-
nesses and individuals.  

Gal lat in  County Search and Rescue 
Gallatin County Search and Rescue 
has been a supporter since the begin-
ning of the Avalanche Center.  They 
give us $4,000 every year for general 

operating expenses.  Our partnership 
with them is invaluable and the funds 
we receive are greatly appreciated. 

MT FW&P Snowmobi le  Safety Fund 
Ray Paige of FW&P is in charge of the 
state snowmobile safety program and 
generously donated $3,000 again this 
year.  Additionally, FW&P paid for the 

printing of 19,000 snowmobile ava-
lanche brochures that were distributed 
throughout Montana. 

The Friends of the Avalanche Center 
donated $28,229 to us this year.  Page 
20-21 outlines their contributions and 
fund raising efforts.  They covered all 

our administrative costs, snowmobile 
expenses, education programs and 
Mark Staples salary. 
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For the second year in a 
row the  Yellowstone Club 
has donated $3,000  to 
the Friends. 
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Yel lowstone Club 

P inhead Classic  
Paul Neubauer and Warren Bauder, 
along with a team of volunteers, suc-
cessfully ran the 27th Pinhead Clas-
sic.  They raised $1,620 for the Ava-
lanche Center.  It was a great party 

with a Hawaiian theme.  Pinheads 
from all over the state descended on 
Bridger Bowl for a wild day of racing, 
crashing and laughing.  Thanks again 
Paul and Warren! 

For the second year in a row the Yel-
lowstone Club has supported us with 
an unrestricted donation of $3,000.  
Tom Leonard, patrol director, was in-

strumental in advocating for this gift.  
The YC Patrol is also one of our main 
partners for sharing weather and snow-
pack information.  

Other  Donations 
Many people donate to the Friends of 
the Avalanche Center.  Ron Miller and 
the Fremont County SAR gave $1,200 
after we taught an avalanche class in 
Island Park.  An Anonymous donor 
gifted us $1,000.  Moonlight Basin Ski 
Patrol gave us $1,000 from the pro-
ceeds of their Level 1 avalanche class.  
Big Sky Ski Patrol donated $600 from 
the Dirt Bag Ball profits.  Gallatin Valley 
Snowmobile Association and the Upper 
Yellowstone Snowmobile Club (Cooke 

City) each gave us $500.  And we  re-
ceived $1,300 in Tyler Stetson�s mem-
ory from his friends and family. In 
Cooke City, the Alpine Motel and Elk-
horn Lodge donated rooms for Friends 
instructors.  Montana Mountaineering 
Association reimbursed the Friends for 
avalanche classes ($400) and the Na-
tional Avalanche Center covered Doug 
and Ron�s cost to teach at the National 
Avalanche School ($4,635). 

Gal la t in  Nat ional  Forest  
The Gallatin National Forest has been 
incredibly supportive of the Avalanche 
Center since it�s inception 18 years 
ago.   Every year the Forest Service�s 
slice of the federal pie gets a little 

smaller.  Yet even in times of shrinking 
budgets the Gallatin National Forest 
has continued to make the Avalanche 
Center a priority to the recreating pub-
lic.   
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FRIENDS OF THE AVAL AN CHE CENTER 

Powder Blast  

Avalanche Educat ion Program 

The Friends are a 
non-profit 501(c)(3) 

organization 
providing a means for 

individuals and 
organizations to 

financially support 
avalanche education 
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The Board of Directors include: Jeannie 
Wall (President), Greg Caracciolo, Laura 
Ryan, Dale Sexton, Jay Pape, Mike 
Harrelson, Lance Riek, Alan Oram, Leah 
Knickerbocker, Ben Zavora and Adam 
Knoff. 
 
 In order to operate and grow the Ava-
lanche Center we need the Friends.  It�s 
that simple.  The Board of Directors 
represents a wide swath of the commu-
nity and they volunteer hundreds of 
hours to help make the Avalanche Cen-

ter a successful and proud organization.   
 
The Friends started in 1992  to help fi-
nancially support the GNFAC. Since that 
time they have donated over $131,000 to 
the GNFAC.  These monies mostly came 
from local individuals, businesses, and 
organizations in southwest Montana.  
The Friends are a grassroots group with 
almost no overhead or administrative 
costs.  They are streamlined, focused, 
and most importantly, fun to work with.  
 

Since 1992 the 
Friends have donated 

over $131,000 to the 
GNFAC. 

The Friends have always supported 
avalanche education.  As we got busier 
it became impossible for the GNFAC to 
honor every request for an avalanche 
lecture.  The Friends stepped in and 
began paying folks to help us teach 
and this program has grown beyond 
our expectations.  The Friends hired 
Jay Pape for the second year in a row 
to coordinate and teach avalanche 
education classes.  With the help of 3 

other instructors they taught 58 classes 
reaching over 1,500 people. The cost 
of the program was $12,013 ($2765 in 
hardware/software + $9248 for payroll/
mileage/lodging).  Funding for this 
came from a $5,000 grant from the 
Hans Saari Memorial Fund.  The re-
mainder was paid through monies 
raised at the King and Queen of the 
Ridge.  

Under Jeannie Wall�s leadership the 
9th annual Powder Blast was our best 
one yet.  Days before the event we 
sold out all 250 tickets. The Powder 
Blast is the Friends biggest fund raiser 
held the last weekend in October at 
the Emerson Cultural Center.  For $25 
folks got dinner, music, drinks and a 
great silent auction. Sweet Pea Land-

scaping, owned by Ben and Elise 
Zavora, were the title sponsors.  The 
Community Food Coop and Jeff King 
of Edward Jones also donated cash.  
After all the bills were paid, the Friends 
walked away with $16,000, their most 
successful event to date. 
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Bridger Bowl is one of the Friends most 
steadfast supporters.  This year they organ-
ized the 5th King and Queen of the Ridge 
Competition. Racers got pledges to hike the 
ridge with all proceeds going to the Ava-
lanche Education Fund. This year they 
raised over $14,000 which will be used for 
next years education program.  

Forty-two competitors hiked�7 were under 
the age of 15!  Racers hiked and skied for 5 
hours straight and when the clock stopped 
at 2:30 p.m. John Parker reigned King with 
26 laps and Angela Patnode was Queen 
with 21!  

 The top fund raiser, once again, was Ge-
rald Carisch with $3,700. Ben Zavora came 
in second with $2,300 in donations. 

All of us want to give a HUGE thanks to 
everyone who competed and pledged.  The 
competitors were: Margot, Hayden and 

Kevin Diffendaffer; Erika and 
Karl Birkeland; Gunnar and 
Heidi Perkins; David Schmidt; 
Isaac, Sam and Conrad Lowe-
Anker; Mark Raymond; An-
gela Patnode; Laurie Hockett; 
Marylee Harrer; Hilary Papen-
dick; John Parker; Bill Hyland; 
Alan Oram; Dick Lewan; Scott 
Schmidt; Andrew Barefield; 
Micheal Asay; Ben Zavora; 
Gregg Smith; Colter Delin; 
Jeff Lutzenberger; Mike and 
Clyde Harrelson; Bill Zell; 
Logan King; Rick Roche; 
Bryce Johnson; Cody Ste-
vens; Paul Gannon; Gerald Carisch; Alan 
Swanson; Dan Diaz; Roger Roots; Jim 
Carter; Kelly Hall; Mark McCollum; and the 
Bridger Bowl Ski Patrol! 

In addition to funding the Avalanche Education Program, the Friends give us direct 
financial assistance every year.  This year their support fell into 3 categories. 

Administrative. The Friends pay for many things that are outside our normal opera-
tions.  This included buying GPS units, paying Dick Dorworth for his editing ser-
vices, costs for our advisory email subscription, weather station maintenance, and 
fees to professional workshops. This totaled $4,115.  

Snowmobile. Team Bozeman and Yamaha loan us snowmobiles every year. The 
Friends pay for delivery charges, insurance, repairs and general maintenance.  
This year it totaled $5,301. 

Salaries. Ron got knee surgery in Nov and was unable to go into the field.  Since 
we were a man short the Friends paid for a part-time position.  We hired Mark Sta-
ples who worked all season. Once Scott left in mid-March, Mark worked almost 
full-time.  The Friends reimbursed the FS for this extra position at a cost of $6,800. 

The Friends are our 
safety net.  While Ron 
recovered from knee 
surgery they paid for 
an extra position so we 
could run at full 
capacity.  
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Cl i f f  Gul let t ,  Team Bozeman and Yamaha 
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The GNFAC cold not run at its current level 
without the community donating their time, ex-
pertise and equipment. This totaled over 

$42,500. These donations reflect a dollar esti-
mate of what it would cost to hire people or 
buy equipment.   

Cliff Gullett, owner of Team Bozeman, 
has worked with the Friends to loan 
us snowmobiles every year since 
1999.  Yamaha was on board again 
and this season we rode two 2008 
Nytro MTX, 4-stroke snowmobiles.  
We put over 1,300 miles on these 
rockets before we turned them in.  
Having good mountain sleds allowed 

us to get into backcountry areas 
where folks are recreating and trigger-
ing avalanches.  Cliff and Team Boze-
man also donated labor and dis-
counted parts, repairs and warranties.  
And for the 9th year in a row, Team 
Bozeman hosted our two-day Ava-
lanche Awareness for Snowmobilers 
class. 

Mike Garcia and Greg Caracciolo at 
Northern Lights Trading Company have 
supported the Avalanche Center since 
Day 1.  They loan us top of the line skis 

and boots, plus offer discounted equip-
ment.  They also donate gear to the 
Powder Blast and offer an avalanche 
awareness lecture every year.   

Fie ld  Volunteers/Observers 
In order to put out the daily avalanche 
advisory we rely on a dedicated group 
of unofficial volunteers.  Over 60 indi-
viduals call or write in their snow/
avalanche observations on a regular 
basis.  We are also thankful for the 
combined efforts of Bridger Bowl, Big 
Sky, Moonlight Basin and Yellowstone 
Club Ski Patrols, as well as Ace Powder 
Guides in West Yellowstone. 

The National Weather Service, NRCS, 
Yellowstone NP and USFS Snow Rang-
ers also provide professional observa-
tions and weather data to help us.   

On most days of the week one of us is 
outside gathering data for the next day�s 
advisory.  We can not always get out 
with one another so we rely on an pool 
of volunteers to accompany us into the 
field.  This year our partners were 
Genevieve Chabot, Dale Gullett, Paige 
Leddy, Amy Staples, John Yarrington, 
Chris Robinson, Chelan Babineau-Z, 
Nick Bilton, Nick Armitage, Scott Gill, 
Eric Scranton, Conrad Anker, Beni 
Zweifel, Ed Adams, Greg Johnson, Tom 
Thorn, Alan Oram, Jason VanderWeit, 
Jay Pape and Bean Bowers. 
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Equipment: 

Team Bozeman/Yamaha      $8,000 

 Northern Lights Trading Company     $2,000 

 

Labor:  

Big Sky Ski Area       $3,000 

 Bridger Bowl Ski Area       $2,000 

 Yellowstone Club       $2,000  

 Moonlight Basin       $2,000 

National Weather Service      $2,000 

National Park Service       $1,500 

Team Bozeman       $3,000 

Volunteer observers and office help     $7,000 

Field volunteers (600+ hours)      $10,000 
            

TOTAL           $42,500  

A. Becker 

Dol lar Value of  Donated Hours and Gear  
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INCOME 
 
Montana FW&P Rec. Trails Program   $7,917 

Gallatin County Search and Rescue  $4,000 

• GCSAR carryover    $7,759 

Friends of the Avalanche Center   

• Avalanche Education Program  $12,013 

• Administrative Support   $9,416 

• Salary for Mark Staples   $6,800 

Montana FW&P Snowmobile Safety  $3,000 

National Avalanche Center  $4,635 

 

TOTAL CASH CONTRIBUTIONS    $55,540 

TOTAL GALLATIN NATIONAL FOREST CONTRIBUTION  $93,365 

    ________ 

TOTAL INCOME    $148,905 

INCOME

GCSAR
3%

RTP
5%

NAC
3%

FWP 
Snomo

2%

Friends-
Salary

4%

Friends-Ed
8%

Friends-
Admin

5%

Carryover
5%

GNF
65%
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EXPENSES 
 

Salaries      $98,328 

GNF operating costs     $20,000 

Travel/OT/benefits     $7,500 

Snowmobiles equip/maintenance   $5,301 

Education      $12,013 

Administrative costs     $4,115 

                      ______ 

 
TOTAL EXPENSES     <$147,257> 

EXPENSES

Salaries
63%

Operating 
Costs
24%

Education
8%

Snomobiles
3%

Admin
2%



 

Gallatin National Forest Avalanche Center 

SEASONAL SNOW FALL HISTORY 
By Ron Johnson 

PAGE 26 

Snowfall during mid-October produced settled 
snow depths of 10-14 inches above 8,000 feet.  
The first Avalanche Information Bulletin of the 
season was issued October 19, 2007. The first 
reported avalanche incident of the season oc-
curred the last day of the month near Mt. 
Blackmore when a skier triggered but was not 
caught in a small avalanche.  

 After a couple of weeks of warm, dry 
weather; winter began in earnest on November 
19 when 10 inches of snow accumulated in the 
mountains of southwest Montana.  Even 
though more snow fell late in the month, SWE 
amounts for the month were only 45-78 per-
cent of average except at Fisher Creek which 
was near normal Settled snow depths at the 
end of the month were:  19 inches at Brackett 
Creek, 29 inches at Shower Falls, 32 inches at 
Carrot Basin, 20 inches at Madison Plateau, 
and a decent 47 inches at Fisher Creek.   Dur-
ing the last week of November the combination 
of thin snow cover and temperatures near 0 F 
formed faceted crystals within the snowpack.   

 A warm, moist weather system depos-
ited 1-2 inches of SWE during the first several 
days of December.  This accumulated on a 
weak snowpack, so the first daily avalanche 
advisory of the season on December 4 fea-
tured an avalanche warning for the southern 
Gallatin and southern Madison Ranges, the 
Lionhead area near West Yellowstone, the 
mountains around Cooke City and the 
Washburn Range.  Large avalanches oc-
curred; the most notable one was triggered by 
a snowmobiler near Cooke City.  He was par-
tially buried and injured in debris from an ava-
lanche that was over a mile wide and slid 1500 
vertical feet.  Snow fell most days in December 
and faceted snow near the ground produced 
numerous human triggered avalanches.  
Thankfully, there were no fatalities or serious 

injuries.  SWE amounts for the month were 
well above average.  

 Snow fell most days during January.  
SWE amounts were slightly above average in 
the mountains around Bozeman and Cooke 
City.  They were well above average in the 
mountains around West Yellowstone.  Faceted 
snow near the ground or a layer of surface 
hoar combined with small faceted crystals bur-
ied 2-3 feet deep were weak layers responsible 
for an onslaught of human triggered ava-
lanches.  Sadly, a skier caught in an avalanche 
north of Big Sky died from injuries sustained 
when he struck a tree.  This was the only fatal 
avalanche of the season.  Settled snow depths 
at the end of the month were:  51 inches at 
Brackett Creek, 59 inches at Shower Falls, 85 
inches at Carrot Basin, 82 inches at Madison 
Plateau, and 96 inches at Fisher Creek.   The 
coldest weather of the season occurred during 
the third week of January when temperatures 
plummeted into the -20�s F.  

 Most of February�s snow accumulation 
occurred during the first two weeks.  February 
17-22 was the longest dry spell of the season.  
Clear skies accompanied by daytime tempera-
tures in the upper 20�s to upper 30�s F and 
nighttime temperatures in the single digits and 
teens F produced near surface facets and sur-
face hoar.  Several inches of snow buried 
these crystals.  The resulting weak layer per-
sisted to seasons end.  SWE accumulations for 
the month were slightly below average at Car-
rot Basin and Madison Plateau.  Brackett 
Creek, Shower Falls and Fisher Creek had 
SWE amounts 7-14 percent above average.  

 Except for Brackett Creek at 93 percent 
and Carrot Basin at 78 percent, SWE amounts 
for March were 120-130 percent of average.   
Most precipitation occurred during the last half 
of the month.  No one was caught or injured in 
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the nine reported human triggered ava-
lanches that were scattered throughout 
southwest Montana during March.   

 It was a wonderful snowy season.  
SWE amounts at the end of March com-
pared to the average at the end of March for 
the period from 1971-2000 were: 99% at 
Brackett Creek, 112% at Shower Falls, 

109% at Carrot Basin, 121% at Madison Pla-
teau, and 121% at Fisher Creek.  Settled 
snow depths at the end of March were:  69 
inches at Brackett Creek, 92 inches at 
Shower Falls, 95 inches at Carrot Basin, 91 
inches at Madison Plateau, and 135 inches 
at Fisher Creek.    

E. Knoff 
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Doug, just wanted to let you know that I have been receiving great reviews 
on the "Dozen more turns" .  I have showed it to Search and Rescue, EMT 
refresher class, Aerial fire depot yesterday with 50 people and have 
several more schools etc. lined up.  With the incident in Montana, use of 
actual video footage, Sam's accounting of the incident, and how lives 
continued all powerfully grab people's attention.  Interest is high at this 
time since the news of the fatalities at Whitefish have had extensive news 
coverage on tv and newspaper.  Hope the winter is going well. 
Carole A. Johnson 
Recreation Specialist 
Lolo National Forest 
Superior Ranger District 

 

GOOD JOB ON THE BILLINGS AVALANCHE PRESENTATION, GLAD YOU GUYS COULD 
MAKE IT TO BILLINGS. 

-THANKS 

 -BRENDON 

 

Good morning guys. 

We would like to thank you again for taking time to come to Fremont County last weekend. 
You guys do awesome work getting the information out to the public as well as traveling 
around to do the same. 

Thanks again 

All of us at Fremont Rescue. 

 

Thanks again for posting your daily report, and in particular, thanks for posting  pictures and 
videos of your on-site visits. It is both educational and sobering to see (in the case of the 
Sage Peak video) your forecaster pull sugar out from underneath a 3+ foot windslab. These 
look like the kind of slopes we all wish we were skiing; having images of the whole story to 
accompany your text forecast and narrative is very helpful. And it may save our life by caus-
ing us to say, "hey, wait a minute, let's think about it before we push over the edge." 
Thanks again. 
Bruce 

 

Hello,  

I wanted to let you know that I really appreciate your thorough and informative advisories. I 
live over in Hamilton, and despite the distance the advisories are often very helpful and 
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thought provocative. As hazard evaluation is site specific your addressing the details of com-
plex factors really helps me with my continuing education about snow stability. I will also 
have a good sense of the conditions when I visit at the end of this month. Glad to hear of the 
Ernie Miller report as this was one of my fav spots in the early 90s. 

John 

 

HI Scott and crew, 

I just wanted to thank you for providing this service. I have used it all winter. I have guests 
that come from all over the country to ride snowmobiles and ski. I print out this email on their 
arrival and then they have the number to follow up as needed. 

I think it's a great service and a nice touch to provide folks with this info when they come to 
Yellowstone.My season is over now, but I'll be back on your site next winter. 

Have a great summer! 
Katie Flynn  
Yellowstone Vacation Cabins 

 

THANKS!!!  

I appreciate all the effort that you folks put into these daily reports. I am certain that you have 
significantly contributed to the safety of my son, a MSU student and backcountry skier. You 
guys provide a concise and easy to understand report that should be required reading for all 
people who participate in backcountry winter sports on southwest Montana.  Keep up the 
good work and enjoy a well deserved rest.  

Sincerely, 

Brian Roderer 

Richmond, VT 

 

Doug, Ron, Mark and Scott, 
A sincere "thanks" for all your efforts this season. 
Best wishes on all your future endeavors.  

Mark Johnston 

 

Thanks for all the work, incident reports and advisories.  We�re a little bit out of your range 
but I always find the info useful and can often link it up to similar conditions here.  I just got 
back from a week of hut skiing at Valhalla Mountain Touring where we skied relatively con-
servative lines thanks to a Feb 25th surface hoar layer.  We had a great week in spite of that, 
conditions being basically mid-winter skiing and getting better all week long.  The guides, 
Evan Stevens and Paul Langevin were both familiar with your reports and hold them in high 
regard. 

Thanx again! 
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Dave Williams 

Geologist 

BLM Butte Field Office 

 

 

Thanks for your good work this winter. 
I always enjoyed reading the day's reports. 
We'll do it again next winter. 
Carol 

 

Attn: Gallatin National Forest Avalanche Advisory Staff : 2007-2008 Winter Season 

I appreciated all your good work and reports throughout this "busy" snow season with emphasis on 
the busy considering measurable accumulation of snow the majority of days.  Adding more video�s 
and pictures as you did this year, gave me a new appreciation of just how susceptible snow is to 
gravity.   

Perhaps the deep snows will fill the rivers, produce prolific wildflowers, and benefit the many farm-
ers & ranchers who depend on irrigation. 

Hope your summer season is both safe and eventful. Thanks again for all your efforts in helping 
visitors enjoy and appreciate our public lands. 

---Sincerely ,  Doug Colclasure 

 

Thanks again for all the information again this year. I check it everyday. You guys do a great job 
but it seems you keep finding all my powder secrets.  

David Klatt 

 

After reading your season summary I find myself thinking I should cash in this boring life I have in 
Minnesota and start going on adventures of my own. You guys are kick-ass! Thanks for the reports 
and the hard work this winter! I'd still like the opportunity to purchase a video of one of your ava-
lanche awareness for snowmobilers videos. I find it hard to make it out west for a class, but I did 
make the trek from Island park over to the West Yellowstone holiday inn for one on a Friday night 
in March-sadly to find out that it was cancelled.  Next year I guess!  Have a good summer! Id like 
to receive an annual report when its put together it would be much appreciated! Thanks again. 

Ryan Steenson 

7400 Glen rd. 

Woodbury Mn 55129 

 

Hi guys, 
Thanks for all your hard work and really valuable daily emails -- they're 
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the most useful by far of any weather and snow condition reports. 
Good luck in all of your summer adventures! 
Sincerely, 
Anne Banks 

 

Doug, Ron and Mark, 

Thanks to you and your efforts to keep us informed.  While I live in Seattle I read the reports 
each day - using them as I planned 3 trips into Montana's back country this winter. Again, many 
thanks! 

Cordially, 
Lynn Dicus 

Seattle, Washington 

 

 

Thanks for the hard work and the wealth of information. I don't know of anywhere else with so 
much access to free or cheap Avalanche education! And thank you for maintaining a close con-
nection with the ski culture as well.  
Cheers, 
Dillon 

 

Thanks for all the research and the excellent reporting on snow 
conditions this winter! As a frequent visitor to the backcountry for 40 
some very odd years now, this was the first time I had anything other 
than the seat of my pants to guide me. I will look forward to hearing 
from you next winter. 
Bill Mackin 

 

FROM YOU TUBE: 
 
your videos 

I appreciate what you guys are doing. Your videos explain things that the average snow enthusi-
ast thinks they understand but need to be aware of. Keep up the great work and thank y I appre-
ciate what you guys are doing. Your videos explain things that the average snow enthusiast 
thinks they understand but need to be aware of. Keep up the great work and thank you for every-
thing! 
 
I think that your videos should be spread around ALL mountain towns where they can be viewed 
by ALL snow extremists who could fall victim to an avalanche accident. When I lived in Colorado, 
I set off a significant slide that scared the living shiat out of me. I can't imagine being caught in 
one. 
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Thank You. 

 

Thanks! 

I find your vids very informative and I am learning a lot. I took an AST1 course through Zacs 
Tracs, up here in Canada, and it was the best money ever spent. Your vids bring the I find 
your vids very informative and I am learning a lot. I took an AST1 course through Zacs Tracs, 
up here in Canada, and it was the best money ever spent. Your vids bring the reality to ava-
lanche awareness.  

Keep up the good work. 
MARCUSO 

 
AvalancheGuys 
Thanks for posting these very informative videos. Your hard work will no doubt keep some 
people out of trouble and inspire others to learn more about recognizing avy terrain. Please 
keep it up! 
Jeremy Fenno 
Mission Ridge Pro Patrol 
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